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would like to wish everyone a very Happy Easter.
It’s a great opportunity to spend time with those
that are dear to us and to remember and pray for
those that are no longer with us. Our Fraternal year is
winding down and the nominating
committee is in the process of having
discussions with potential officer nominees. Our nominating committee
consists of: Three Year Trustee, PGK
Mike Bradley, Two Year Trustee PGK
Marty Zopp, and One Year Trustee
PGK Scott Popp. The slate of officers
will be announced at our May 7th Business Meeting and
posted shortly after in an email and the May newsletter. The elections will be held at our June 4 th Business
meeting. I encourage each of you to be there to show
your support and to take part in the elections. It’s also
not too late to invite a friend, neighbor, relative or
fellow male parishioner, who is at least 18 years of age
and is a practical Catholic, to join our ranks. If you or
any interested candidate has any questions, they can
contact Mark Allen, PGK John Stefani or myself with

By Mike Kebr
any questions they may have. In a little over a week
PGK Mike Bradley and I will be travelling down to
Springfield for the Knights of Columbus 121st Illinois
State Convention held April 26-April 28. The weekend
will include award presentations/recognition, program
updates, evening Mass at the Cathedral of The Immaculate Conception, and business meeting/elections. I will
be giving a report to the council on the take-aways
from the convention at our May Business meeting.
Thank you everyone for your continued support to
the Council and the programs we do every month.
We would not be as successful as we are without your
help.
Mary, Queen of Knights. “Pray for us”
Vivat Jesus,
Mike Kebr
Grand Knight #3880

Deputy Grand Knight

I

hope that everyone was able to celebrate a
wonderful Easter with family and friends. On
April 17th, many of us celebrated the life of an exceptional friend, person, wife, daughter and mother with
a funeral mass at St. Thomas for Lisa Plunkett Conlon.
A special thank you to our priests and worthy Chaplin
Fr. Simon for the beautiful words and mass. While this
was a sad day, it was also very inspirational. As I
looked around the church and wake the previous day,
it was amazing to see how one person could have
positively affected the lives of so many. Lisa was truly
a gift from God who showed us how to live our lives
as Christians. I know that she is at peace with our
Heavenly Father and his Son, who died for us on the
Cross that that we might be saved. Please continue to
pray for her husband, children, and family.
Lastly, after serving as a Council 3880 officer for the
past 5 years I have decided to take a temporary step
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By Todd Bright
back this upcoming year. I look forward being a resource to the new officers and continuing to be an
active member in this great council.
May God continue to bless you and
your families always!
Deputy Grand Knight
Todd Bright, Council 3880
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Council Officers
Fraternal Year 20182019
Chaplain
Lecturer
Rev. Akan Simon PGK Vince Esposito
815/455-5400
815/459-6615
Grand Knight
Mike Kebr
815/356-6265

Inside Guard
Jerry Lyons
815/477-2278

Deputy Gr.
Knight
Todd Bright
847/401-6999

Outside Guard
Matt Carzoli
815/455-2301

Chancellor
Bob Kosin
815/459-5806

Outside Guard
Marc Niemann
815/308-5355

Recorder
Joe Scherb
815/861-5210.

3 Year Trustee
Mike Bradley
815/354-6686

Financial Secy.
PGK, Steve
Haugh
815/459-4447

2 Year Trustee
PGK, Marty Zopp
815/455-2636

Treasurer
Pete Herran
815/455-5130

1 Year Trustee
PGK, Scott Popp
847/951-8086

Advocate
Mike Chmiel
815/477-4883

Membership Dir.
PGK, PFN John
Stefani
815/679-6596

Warden
Cesar Jimenez
(815)-455-2301

District Deputy
Joe Scherb
815/861-5210

Newsletter Staff
Editor
Tim Hicklin
815/455-2765

Public Relations
John Walsh
815/455-4837

Facebook
Rick Kendzior
815/245-3854

Have all news to Tim
Hicklin by the
Monthly Social
Meeting

Insurance Agent
Matthew Kirchner 815-403-9629
Matthew Kirchner@kofc.org

Easter Traditions

By SK, Bob Kosin

It would seem that Spring abounds with
traditions from graduations, weddings and
Easter. If you were in the Sanctuary of St.
Thomas on Holy Saturday, you would have
seen decorated baskets of
food set out along the
steps of the alter. This is
the Easter tradition of the
Polish
culture
as
Święconka or The Blessing
of the Basket. No one
basket has the
same
food,
prepared the
same way and
truth be told it
need not be only Polish cuisine.
All to see brought forward for a
blessing wrapped in white linen
is sausage, ham, boiled eggs,
breads, cakes, sculptured butter
cakes and more of the blessing
upon us for Easter dinner. But

April Breakfast

By PGK, PFN John Stefani

COUNCIL BREAKFAST GOLF TEAM
SNOWED OUT AGAIN!
Okay, maybe that wasn’t the most important
thing about the April breakfast… WE DID
HOWEVER, HAVE ANOTHER GREAT
EVENT! Dollar wise we were still up there
where we like to be… AND we were missing Steve Haugh, Scott Popp, Ken Artner, Pat Slowey, from the kitchen crew,
and a whole host of the Dining Room Regulars… but as always the All-Star Back-ups
were in there such as Dave Mazurk, Bill

Membership

amidst all this are the family, friends and
parishioners exchanging stories, advice of
this or that for another Blessed Easter. The
real wonder is the
young children seeing
the uncovered baskets
with their contents
displayed for a brief
moment for a blessing
from Father Jerome.
We are reminded by
the words of
Father Jerome
of the value of
Lent and the
importance of
fasting as to be
practiced prior to Easter. Here is
tradition and one that brings us
closer to the blessings of Easter and
our Faith.

Bransley, Mike Jasinski
and PGK Daniel Patrick Maguire. Replacing
PGK Worthy Financial
Secretary Haugh was a
team of Worthy Treasurer Pete
Harren,
Bob Kosin and Cheryl
& Paige Newport!
(With Bill Bransley doing oversight!).
And, so great to see Brother John Streit
showing up early to pitch in in the >>3

By PFN, PGK John Stefani & Mark Allen

At the Admissions Degree held in Marengo
on April 9th, we welcomed Michael Brucker
in the Order. When he arrives at the next
meeting please introduce yourself and make
him feel welcome.

area, quotes, or additional items you may
think of. Please feel free to provide input,
this is a work in progress currently and we
would like to make this happen to create an
interest among the men of the Parish.

The Membership Team has been brainstorming regarding ways to increase membership.
We are thinking about putting together a
slide presentation to show during the breakfast. We need items to make this happen.
We would like pictures, maybe a twosentence statement of what we do in various

Please think about this prayerfully and answer the call.
Reach
John
at:
membership@kofc3880.org , or 815- 679-6596 or
Mark at obg40@msn.com or 815-8616602.
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Troop and Pack 127
Eagle Attained

Once again Troop 127 has an Eagle Scout to celebrate. Hunter
Berkland passed his Eagle Board of Review and his application is in
the process of being reviewed and hopefully approved by National
to affirm his Eagle status. So, what does it take to get to Eagle you
ask? Let’s start from the beginning.
When a Cub Scout crosses over to Scouts BSA as an AOL (Arrow
of Light),
(the only patch that can be worn on
the Scout
BSA shirt from Cub Scouts), they
are well
on their way to the first rank which
is Scout.
The Scout rank is oriented toward
learning the basic information every youth needs to know to be a
good Scout. It starts with the Scout demonstrating knowledge and
understanding of the Scout Oath, Scout Law, Scout motto, and
Scout slogan and then introduces the Scout to basic troop operations and safety concerns. It is the only rank that does not require a
Board of Review to advance.
Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class ranks are oriented toward learning and practicing skills that will help Scouts develop
confidence and fitness, challenge their thought processes, introduce
them to their responsibilities as citizens, and prepare them for exciting and successful Scouting experiences. Requirements for the
Scout, Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class ranks may be
worked on simultaneously. However, these ranks must be earned
in sequence with Tenderfoot, Second Class and First Class requiring
successfully passing a Scoutmaster Conference and Board of Review
by Committee members and parents (not the Scout’s) to review his
accomplishments documented in his Scout Handbook and his responses to their questions.

By Dan O’Connell
Continuing to develop leadership skills, the Life Scout rank is
earned by fulfilling additional leadership positions, service hours, and
merit badges. A Life Scout is expected to be a role model and leader in the troop, providing guidance to new scouts and helping the
troop however possible. Being a good leader can only be learned by
doing, and troop leadership positions allow the scout to make decisions, lead discussions, and encourage others.
Attaining the Eagle rank is often the end goal of a scout. It looks
good on a resume and shows commitment to a program over an extended span of time. Like each rank
advancement before it, the Eagle
rank is a major advancement milestone, but not the culmination of
scouting. Twenty-one Merit Badges
are needed for Eagle of which 13 are
required and 8 are the Scout’s choice
although many scouts earn more
than Twenty-one. That gets you into
Eagle Palms which we won’t go into
here.
An interesting note: In 1949, the
average age of Eagle Scouts was 14.6
years. In 2015, that number
was 17.34 years old. For starters, young men are staying in Scouting longer, meaning they're enjoying the program for a longer
amount of time and not feeling the rush to earn Eagle until they see
their 18th birthday on the horizon and in some cases, almost over
the horizon.

Up through First Class rank, a scout was busy learning skills and
becoming a self-sufficient scout. The scout now moves from being a Thank you for your continued support of Cub Scout Pack 127 and
learner to being a leader. The Star rank is attained with participa- Scouts BSA Troop 127.
tion, leadership, service, and self-directed advancement through
merit badges. All rank requirements must be completed, a Scoutmaster Conference held and successfully passing a Board of Review
to attain the rank.

April Breakfast
Dining Room. The Steaks were running away at the 9:00 o’clock
mass, the new Heart Healthy had some takers and omelets going
going gone as usual. We are always a little leery when the breakfast
is displaced from its normal third Sunday. But the usual faithful were
in place and as always, some more new faces. But it is always those
same ones who come month after month that we count on, so
many are Brother Knights and their families, so many are regular
parishioners of St. Thomas… these are the ones that keep coming
to keep us going, both financially and spiritually. the snow was out
there, it was cold and windy again, but we looked out of the kitchen
to dining room window and there they came. they keep our spirits
up. the 7:30 Mass was pretty good this morning, and then then after
the 9 the crowds were there. A few said it was lighter, but Bob
and I looked at each other and said, nah…. we just got into our

From Page 2
rhythm, so we were cranking the food out a little quicker... which
makes the morning go by. Thanks again to the clean-up crew, both
dishes, kitchen and dining room who magically arrive when needed
and get everything back to spanking clean and shining… even when
we had another group coming in right on top of us at 1:PM.
See you all next month on May 19th… in the meantime, Happy
Mother’s Day to all the ladies who give so generously of their Husbands time at each event… so that we can do what we do for
those in need, and provide those lovely ladies (well, most of them!)
with a few hours of peace and joyful bliss with us out of the
house!!!
Peace to all, John
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Crystal Lake Food Pantry

By PGK, Vince Esposito

The email went out of help on the Thursday evening shift which
happened to be Holy Thursday.
The volunteers came out in force sometime having more volunteers than clients.
Is it a sign of the times? The “new to the pantry” clients keep
growing. This problem maybe caused by more rental housing has
become more available in City. Whatever the reason for the
growing number of clients along with the steady number of returning clients the Food Pantry keeps all the volunteers busy. In
April the Food Pantry staff had asked all groups to start manning
the Pantry by 8:30am instead of 9am to 9:30am. The reason given
was that the food truck deliveries were coming in earlier. This
way the food can get processed and any perishable food can make
it to the shelves before the 10am open. So I sent out an email
asking for help earlier form our council. It played out just as I
expected it to play out we had an over abundance of help early to
“get it out of the way” and have free the rest of the day. The
problem was most of the help was leaving by 10:30 or 11:00. The
skeleton crew left needed to serve the clients until 2pm. Some
help arrived late to help fill in the gaps of the early crew. The
reinforcements arrived just in time. Piled on top of longer hours
and really now 2 shifts 8:30 to Noon and Noon to 2:00pm, council
member’s times were taken up with Confirmation in the morning
and being the first nice day of spring in the afternoon.

•

Our next food pantry Saturday is May 4th. Again we will be
there from 8:30am to 2pm.

•

The Thursday Food Pantry will be May 16th from 5pm to
7pm.

•

If you decide to come early on Saturday please try to stay
until at least noon but all shifts hours still need to be manned.

… If you have any questions, ask Vince or myself, or give me a shout at (815) 679-6596.
Thanks!

Crystal Lake Food Pantry
42 East Street,
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 815-455-0961
www.clfoodpantry.org

Fourth Degree

By Dan O’Connell
The Degree that was tentatively schedule for August has been cancelled and the next Degree will be in September or October, date
to be determined. If you are a 3rd Degree Knight and are interested in joining the 4th Degree, please see John Stefani or Dan O’Connell for a Form 4.

Did you know:
From Dan O’Connell
th

We had an Exemplification of the Patriotic Degree on April 13
held at Santa María del Popolo Catholic Church in Mundelein, Illinois. There were 54 candidates that were knighted into the Degree. The number is lower than in the past but was very close to
the Degree held in February so recruiting time was shortened by at
least a month. The dinner was held onsite as well.

The triad emblem of the Fourth Degree features the dove,
the cross and the globe. The dove, classic symbol of the Holy
Spirit and peace, is shown hovering over the orb of the Earth
(globe). Both are mounted on a variation of the Crusader's cross,
which was found on the tunics and capes of the Crusading knights
who battled to regain the Holy Land from the pagans.
God bless you and your families. Vivat Jesus!

This event was very similar to the event held at St. Mary’s in Hunt- Vivat Jesus!
ley last year as it was not at a hotel. With the rising costs of hotel
venues, the Master is looking for other sites to hold to hold the SK, Dan O’Connell
Degrees that have facilities to host a Mass and dinner after the
ceremony. It will be interesting to see how many parishes will have
facilities that can accommodate future Degrees.
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Pro-Life Report

By Jamie Hruza

can Terri Collins now moves to the House for full approval. This bill
would make killing unborn children a felony. Please pray for all lawHappy Easter to you and your families! May the risen Christ bring makers and our representatives to fight for life.
great light into your life and the lives of your loved ones!
The movie “Unplanned” grossed over 16 million in domestic ticket In recent news Planned Parenthood has reached out to their donors
sales. This movie is about the life of Abby Johnson a previous for additional funds. Planned Parenthood is being strangled by the
Planned Parenthood director. The movie accurately depicts the hor- massive amount of Pro
rifying reality of what goes on behind closed doors at the Planned Life legislation being
Parenthood’s across this nation. The violence in which women and brought forth throughbabies endure during an abortion is captured perfectly. This is a out the county. This in
movie that must be seen. Please share this movie with your friends conjunction with the
and loved ones. Once released on DVD please purchase a copy and massive defunding efloan it out to as many people as possible. So many people have been forts across the nation
sold a great lie over the last 50 years and the lie/darkness is being has put this abortion provider in a financial crunch which is also
brought into the light. Healing starts with repentance, confession, causing Planned Parenthood closures!
and trusting in Gods great mercy/love.
The Pro-Life generation is very strong, determined, and is not ever
On April 02, 2019 the Democratic Party voted for the 25 th time to going to stop. The momentum is with us. The time is now. We must
block a Bill to stop infanticide (Born Alive Abortion Survivors Pro- push on regardless of the hurdles we encounter. The goal is a world
tection Act). Let that sink in for a minute. 25 TIMES! The Democrat- where abortion is illegal and the very thought of taking the life of a
ic Party has voted to stop babies that are born alive during an aborbaby in the womb would be unthinkable. You are a soldier of Christ,
tion from receiving any medical care or treatment. These are babies
the voice of the unborn, and your mission is clear.
that survive abortion and are left to die. There is no need to say
anything here this speaks for itself! Lord - have mercy.
God Bless,
Dear Brothers,

Great news in Alabama, State House Bill 314 sponsored by Republi-

Jamie Hruza

Public Relations Director

By John Walsh

Working and vacation don't sound like they belong together. But as increased awareness of self and others.
members of the Knights of Columbus, we find our time filled with
work and activities, and find compassion for others and enjoy a Our 2019 Summer Camp is Sunday July 21st to Saturday July 27th.
good sense of humor. The summer camp program for
We depend on able bodied volunadults with disabilities I attend annually is for special
teers 16 to 70 years old. I invite
adults. Association of Horizon is unique in putting toany member to join me at the
gether an experience unmatched by anything I've seen
best place on earth for 6 days as a
anywhere else.
volunteer. If not, do you know:
high school or college students,
This year's Association of Horizon's summer camp
maybe with an interest in the
featured 110 adult campers with physical disabilihealth care field? Camp is 50/50
ties. Each one is paired up with an able-bodied volunmale/female population, so adult
teer personal attendant for the week of summer camp
men and women and retiree volactivities. The Camp experience is free to camper and volunteer.
unteers are welcome. We usually have a greater need for male
volunteers.
Horizon's Mission statement is to organize individuals with and http://associationofhorizon.org/wordpress/activities/summer-camp
without disabilities to challenge themselves, develop responsibility The Knights have been kind enough to financially support Camp
and grow through interacting and working together. Their vision is over the years. I invite anyone to volunteer for the week, or plan
to break down the barriers between able-bodied and disabled. Limi- on traveling to the Lake Bloomington on visitor’s day Friday July
tations are to be overcome, new abilities are discovered and an 26th.

Right to Life Organizations
Corporate Office:
2600 State St., Suite E
Alton, IL 62002-5172
(618) 465-BABY
ifrlalton@ifrl-pac.com

Legislative Office:
308 Monroe
Springfield, IL 62701
(217) 544-LIFE
legofc@ifrl-pac.com

McHenry County Right to Life:
www.righttolife-mc.org
McHenry County Right to Life
PAC:
www.prolife-victory.com

Faith in Action 2019
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April 2019 Memories

Confirmation at St. Thomas the Apostle 2019

PADS

By Nate Miller

Thank you so much for volunteering to
contribute to the PADS Dinner schedule for
2018-2019. If you have questions, concerns,
or the need to swap any of the dates listed 2.
below, please contact Nate Miller,
PADS Coordinator, at 847-707-5547
or juliaandnate@gmail.com or John 3.
O rso at 815-477-1 048 or johorso@aol.com.
Logistics:

•

•

4.

Location: All dinners take place at
Bethany Lutheran Church. The address
is 76 W. Crystal Lake Avenue Crystal
Lake, IL 60014.
5.
Time: Prepared food should arrive to
Bethany Lutheran by 5:30pm. They
have the facilities to keep food chilled
6.
or warm.

Other Policies and Procedures:
1.

The PADS Coordinator will contact
the Site Manager regarding the menu,
get a head count for dinner, and relay 7.

that information to the Dinner Lead by
the Thursday prior to the PADS
Dinner.
The KofC Dinner Lead purchases the
required groceries needed to prepare
the meal.
Itemized grocery receipts can be submitted to Nate Miller or to Financial
Secretary Steve Haugh for members
requesting reimbursement.
If requesting partial reimbursement,
highlight the specific items you are
requesting reimbursement for or write
a dollar amount at the top of the receipt next to your name.
The St. Thomas the Apostle community room kitchen MUST be utilized for
meal preparation. Please contact Nate
Miller to arrange the use of this facility.
Dinner Leads needing access to the
storage room downstairs should contact Nate Miller at least a couple of
days in advance with this request.
Someone will arrive with keys to open
up the closet.
You may use disposable pans from the

8.

storage closet, but please let Nate
Miller know if we need to replenish
supplies.
Meals, with the exception of our November Thanksgiving Dinner, are
served by PADS personnel. You simply
drop off the prepared meal and they
will take care of the rest.

Please reach out to me with any and all
questions. I truly appreciate your time and
generosity
Schedule:
Date

Knight

4/28

Pat Maguire

Sincerely,
Nathan Miller

Volume 23, Issue 10

Page 7

Good of the Order
Knights’ May Birthdays:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Brian S. Alexander
Tom Brickey
Michael Caliendo
James Colvin
Gerald E. Fortier
Paul J. Georgy
Joe Hodorowicz
Brian D. Mazurk
William Mullen
Darin O'Brien
Bruce Smith
Philip L. Weyna
John M. Zokal

Wives’ May Birthdays:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Peg Godfrey
Lynda Ives
Donna Maguire
Rhonda Nissen
Melissa Smith
Debbie Starr
Mary Statter
Allison Townsend
Becky Walker

May Anniversaries:

Thomas P. and Lori Harold
Chris and Angela Krambeer
Richard B. and Darcy Mensik
Robert L. and Ellene Schmidt
Bruce and Melissa Smith
Mark A. and Saundra Zehker
John M. and Patricia Zokal

Good of the Order—Knights of the Month:

If we have missed anyone’s birthday, anniversary, or a special congratulations please
email:THicklin@aol.com,
Home(815) 455-2765
Cell (815) 790-5191
or send a note to:
Tim Hicklin
225 N. Main St.
Crystal Lake, IL 60014-4434
Notice: Please update your email addresses
to receive the newsletter and email blasts!!
Use the email address above.

None presented

Family of the Month:

Read the Bible and
Pray the Rosary.

None presented

Pray For List is included in your
April minutes:
Apologies for misspellings in the
above list.

Remember and pray for our
troops in this hopeful new
year.

Fifth Sunday Memorial Mass—June 30, 2019
right center section of pews as you face the altar will be reserved four our council. Our council banner will be on the altar
and we will be presenting the gifts in our cross formation. An imSunday, Mar 31, 2019, is the next memorial mass of the 2019
fraternal year. Please plan on joining us for 9:00 AM Mass at St. pressive sight to all who attend!
Thomas the Apostle Church. We had a great turnout at the last
As always, we will be providing coffee and doughnuts in the commass in December, and we need to keep it growing!
munity center after mass.
All Knights and their FAMILIES are invited to attend. The entire

Tempus Fugit, Memento Mori!

Faith in Action 2019
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Council Calendar
May 2019

June 2019

July 2019

Fr. McCormick Council 3880
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

5/4 Food Pantry
5/7 Business Meeting
Reading of Officer
nominations
5/16 Food Pantry Thursday
5/19 Breakfast
5/21 Social Meeting
Tentative Admissions
Degree
5/27 Memorial Day

St. Thomas the Apostle

Prayer for the Canonization of Fr. Michael J McGivney

Visit us at
KofC388.org

6/1 Food Pantry
7/2 Business Meeting
6/4 Business Meeting
7/4 Independence Day
Officer Elections
7/6 Food Pantry
6/6 D-Day
7/16 Social Meeting
6/6 Food Pantry Thursday
7/18 Food Pantry Thursday
6/9 Breakfast
7/21 Breakfast
6/16 Father’s Day
6/18 Officer Installation 7:30 PM
and Social Meeting 8:30 PM

God, our Father, protector of the
poor and defender of the widow
and orphan, you called your priest,
Fr. Michael J. McGivney, to be an
apostle of Christian family life and
lead the young to the generous
service of their neighbor. Through
the example of his life and virtue,
may we follow your Son, Jesus
Christ, more closely fulfilling his
commandment of charity and
building up his Body which is the
Church. Let the inspiration of

your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that
we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast.
We humbly ask that you glorify
your venerable servant Father
Michael J. McGivney on earth
according to the design of your
holy will. Through his intercession,
bless our parish, our Knights of
Columbus Council and Lady’s
Auxiliary.
Amen.

Knight Life
Fr. McCormick Council 3880
C/O Tim Hicklin
225 N. Main St.
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014

Organizatio
n

Make the Right Choice!
Life is not Your Choice. It’s Your
Responsibility!

